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Introduction
The Silver Comet Trail is a regional-scale shared-use pathway that extends over 60 miles through Cobb,
Paulding, and Polk counties in Northwest Georgia. It connects directly to the Chief Ladiga Trail in
Alabama to create a continuous trail connection extending over 90 miles between the two states. The
Trail connects the densely-developed landscape of Metropolitan Atlanta to the rural and wilderness
areas such as the Paulding Forest Wildlife Management Area. The Trail represents a significant potential
asset to Paulding County. It is already a magnet for both residential and commercial development in
neighboring Cobb County.
This memo is the primary deliverable the first phase of a plan developed by Sprinkle Consulting in
partnership with key Paulding County Staff. The memo recommends the location, scale, and functional
attributes of trailhead facilities at the Silver Comet Trail access points across Paulding County so that
sound strategic investments can be made to enhance access at existing trailheads and accesses and
develop new access points and thus more fully integrate the Trail into the daily activity of Paulding
County residents, visitors, and businesses. The Trail has great potential to benefit the County in many
ways: as a driver of economic development; as a desirable amenity that improves quality of life for
County residents (both for today and tomorrow); as a magnet for visitors from around Metro Atlanta
and across the Southeast. A 2013 Study by the Northwest Georgia Regional Commission and the Atlanta
Regional Commission found that the Trail has over 1.9 million users each year, including 650,000+ users
a year who access the trail at major trailheads in Paulding County. The Trail could potentially have an
overall economic impact of $461 Million to the region, through recreational and tourism spending,
regional spillovers (jobs and pursuant economic activity), and increases to both property values and
property tax revenue. Planned expansions of the Trail are expected to drive the impact over $735
Million. In order to maximize its participation in this economic activity, Paulding County must be
proactive so that the Trail is easily located and easily accessed at points that are attractive,
geographically distributed, and meet the needs of the growing number of Silver Comet Trail users.
The Trail follows along a former railway alignment and the public generally has access to the Trail where
it intersects roadways at-grade. According to a 2014 Accessibility Analysis prepared for Paulding County
as part of its Comprehensive Transportation Analysis, there are 29 points of access to the Trail from
intersecting rights-of-way or publicly accessible properties: nine are existing trailhead facilities and 20
are roadway crossing locations. In addition to the 29 points previously documented access points, the
project team consisting of key Paulding County Staff and Sprinkle Consulting identified an additional
seven points of access that could be developed as public trailheads or which already facilitate private
access to the trail from specific subdivisions and apartment complexes. These newly identified access
points are documented in Section 1 of this memo.
This memo has three main parts:
•

Section 1- Charrette Documentation: It summarizes a field design charrette undertaken by
County Staff and Sprinkle Consulting to inventory and review the length of the trail and to
discuss all options for improving access to the trail. The team identified seven additional points
of access beyond those described in the 2014 Accessibility Analysis; these seven sites are
documented in this section.
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•

•

Section 2- Trailhead Needs: A description of the spatial and functional needs of trailhead sites
for parking, restrooms, and amenities for trail users, which will inform the development of any
future site development at a trail access point.
Section 3- Access Recommendations and Prioritization: A categorization all 36 sites into five
priority tiers for development of trailhead sites
o Tier 1 - Significant Development Opportunities of Highest Priority (6 sites):
o Tier 2 - Significant Development Opportunities of Medium Priority (2 sites)
o Tier 3 - Opportunities for Small-scale, Short-term Improvements (9 sites):
o Tier 4 - Long-range Opportunities (9 sites)
o Tier 5 - No Changes Recommended (10 sites):
Brief narratives describe the challenges and opportunities associated with the six Tier 1 sites.

Section 1-Charrette Documentation
On December 19, 2016, Sprinkle Consulting staff and several key County Staff conducted an end-to-end
review of all access points along the Silver Comet Trail. The Charrette began at Isley Stamper Road near
the Cobb County line and spanned the County past Brushy Mountain Road at the Polk County Line.
Consultants and County staff discussed potential demand and opportunities for access, trailhead
development, and improvement at each site visited. The observations made during this charrette were
then considered in conjunction with advance research, review of prior planning initiatives, and
subsequent consultant research and analysis, to develop the prioritized recommendations for new or
improved access including parking and trail user amenities, which are described in Section 3 of this
report.

Existing access conditions

In 2014, a Technical Memorandum was drafted in conjunction with Paulding County’s Comprehensive
Transportation Plan that identified and analyzed a total of 28 public access points to the Silver Comet
Trail within Paulding County. These were published in two lists. One list indicates 9 “trailheads” where a
public point of access has been established. The second list comprised of 20 road crossings where the
trail crosses a public way but no accommodation has been made to allow trail users to begin a trail trip
at those points, such as a parking area or user amenities.
It is not a purpose of this report to duplicate the efforts of the 2014 Technical Memo, which remains a
useful reference about trail access points within the county; however, the project team has
supplemented the inventory of access points documented in the 2014 report and includes them among
the ultimate prioritized recommendations for access enhancement. Tables 1 and 2 below list the access
points as categorized within the 2014 report, and maintain the identification sequence of numbers for
road crossings and letters for developed or formalized access points. The tables modify the indexing
by adding a prefix “2014-” to the identifying number or letter. Additionally, the project team has
supplemented the inventory with seven additional points, which will be indexed with the prefix “2017-”,
these are listed in Table 3, and described briefly in the following section. Several of 2017-series points
are introduced primarily for inventory purposes, but a few are carried forward for consideration for
access development or improvement. The locations of the crossings and access points is illustrated on
the map below (Figure 1).
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Figure 1 Map of Silver Comet Trail crossings, and access points; modified from 2014
Technical Memorandum to include newly identified access points.
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Table 1: Inventory of Silver Comet Trail Roadway Crossings
Number
2014-1
2014-2
2014-3
2014-4
2014-5
2014-6
2014-7
2014-8
2014-9
2014-10
2014-11
2014-12
2014-13
2014-14
2014-15
2014-16
2014-17
2014-18
2014-19
2014-20

Roadway
Isley Stamper Road
Bill Carruth Parkway (east)
Metromont Road
Rosedale Drive
SR 92
Weddington Road
Thompson Road
Coppermine Road
Bill Carruth Parkway (west)
Old Harris Road
SR 61 (Nathan Dean Boulevard)
Academy Drive
West Avenue
SR 120
Lane Road
US 278 /SR 6 (Jimmy Campbell Parkway)
Mt. Olivet Road
Willow Springs Road
McPherson Church Road
Brushy Mountain Road

Table 2: Inventory of Existing Trailheads and Trail Access Points
Number
2014-A
2014-B
2014-C
2014-D
2014-E
2014-F
2014-G
2014-H
2014-I

Roadway
Seaboard Avenue (Hiram)
Hiram Park Subdivision
Weddington Road/Fitzgerald Street
Berkleigh Trails Subdivision
Silver Ridge Subdivision
Paulding Chamber of Commerce
Seaboard Drive (Dallas)
Tucker Boulevard (Rambo Nursery)
Overlook Subdivision

Table 3: Inventory of Newly Identified Trail Access Points
Number
2017-a
2017-b
2017-c
2017-d
2017-e
2017-f
2017-g

Roadway
Columns at Hiram Apartments
Corporate Drive
Winndale Road
Harris Bridge Overlook Apartments
Silver Comet Crossing Subdivision
Carter Rd
Mt. Olivet Loop
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Newly Identified Trail Access Points

The project team consisting of Sprinkle Consulting and key Paulding County Staff identified seven access
points to the Silver Comet Trail that were not included in the 2014 Technical Memorandum. These sites
include public and private points of access. Each site has different potential for additional access to
trailhead development. Some of the private sites serve adjacent residential areas, including apartments
and subdivisions. Other private sites could potentially be opened for public use and/or site development
for a trailhead through and agreement of transaction with the current owners. These seven sites are
briefly documented in this section. Prioritized recommendations for their future use and/or
development are included in Section 3 of this report, within the comprehensive recommendations for all
access points. The general locations of these new access points are shown on the map on page 3 (Figure
1).

2017-a Columns at Hiram Apartments
Just west of Bill Carruth Parkway, there is a private
access from the Columns at Hiram apartment complex
to the north side of the Silver Comet Trail right-of-way.
The complex has constructed a picnic area for
residents with 3 tables, a grill, and a trash can, along
the southern edge of its parcel where is abuts the trail.
The picnic area is accessed from the apartment
complex via a short set of concrete stairs from a
parking lot within the complex. The picnic area is
visible from the trail and is adjacent to the recently
constructed connecting path between the trail and the
sidewalk along the west side of Bill Carruth Parkway 1.
The area may see incidental use by trail users as a rest
station, but there is not public parking available at the
site, and the amenities are located on the apartment
complex property. The location of the access point is
Figure 2 Location of Columns at Hiram access
illustrated in Figure 2 and views of the point are shown
point
in Figures 3 and 4.

Figure 3 Columns at Hiram access as
viewed from Silver Comet Trail

Figure 4 Columns at Hiram access as
viewed from parking area on the parcel

Bill Carruth Parkway was among the crossings identified in the 2014 Technical Memo (2104-9), but the
connecting path between the roadside sidewalk and the trail was not constructed at that time.

1
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2017-b Corporate Drive N
Another currently-private
access point is found along
Corporate Drive N, a roadway
internal to the Paulding
Commerce Park, which
connects to the west side of Bill
Carruth Parkway via Commerce
Parkway. The land within the
Commerce Park, including a
narrow strip that lies between
the north side of Corporate
Drive N and the Silver Comet
Trail, is owned by the Paulding
County Industrial Building
Authority. There is an existing
gravel access drive connecting
Figure 5 Location of Corporate Drive access point
Corporate Drive N to the Trail.
The area north of Corporate
Drive N is likely too constrained
for future construction of a large structure and may by suitable for a small parking area. The location of
the access point is illustrated in Figure 5.
A trail is proposed along the west side of Bill Carruth parkway, from US 278 to the CSX railroad bridge
south of Commerce Parkway.
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2017-c Winndale Rd.
There is an access opportunity to connect to the trail from Winndale Road, but it presently requires
improving a narrow unused road through a private parcel. At the eastern terminus of Winndale Road,
near its intersection with Snooky Drive, is a private parcel that is trisected by both the Silver Comet Trail
right-of-way and the Norfolk Southern Railroad. A graded access drive is visible connecting the trail to
the end of Winndale Road across this parcel. County Staff report that this property owner has expressed
a willingness to discuss improving public access to the trail at this point, and concepts have been
developed to guide that discussion. The location of the access point is illustrated in Figure 6 and a view
of the point is shown in Figure 7.

Figure 6 Location of potential Winndale Road access

Figure 7 Winndale Road access viewed from
Silver Comet Trail.
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2017-d Harris Bridge Overlook Apartments
There is an existing private access between the trail apartment complex The Harris Bridge Overlook
apartment complex is located on Old Harris Road between US 278 and the Silver Comet Trail. There is a
powerline that runs parallel to the trail along the south side of the apartment complex parcel, and a
graded maintenance access drive connects to Old Harris Road from under the lines. There is a
connecting path from the apartment complex parking lot to the trail for use by complex residents
approximately 1100 feet east of where the trail passes under Old Harris Road. The path is mostly
asphalt, but crosses the berm immediately parallel to the trail by means of a ramped boardwalk. The
location of the access point is illustrated in Figure 8 and views of the point are shown in Figures 9,10,
and 11.

Figure 8 Location of Harris Bridge Overlook Apartments access point

Figure 9 Connecting path to Harris
Bridge Overlook Apartments

Figure 10 Bridge Overlook Apartments as
seen from Silver Comet Trail
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Figure 11 View of powerline corridor and access way from connecting path

2017-e Silver Comet Crossing Subdivision and
2017-f Carter Rd
There are two points of access –one private, one public–that connect to the trail near SR 120/Buchanan
Highway, in very close proximity to each other, but from different sides of the trail. A sidewalk
connection to West Bridge Drive within the Silver Comet Crossing subdivision extends south from the
trail at about 1,275 east of SR 120. A paved access or surface connection for emergency vehicle access
connects to the north side of the trail from Carter Road at a point less than 100 feet west of the West
Bridge Drive connection. The location of these access points is illustrated in Figure 12.

Figure 12 Locations of Silver Comet Crossing Subdivision and Carter Road access points
The connection to the Silver Comet Crossing subdivision is by means of a sidewalk between two
residences. Street view imagery shows a sign posted indicating the access is for use by residents only. A
view of this access is shown in Figure 13.
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Figure 13 View of access from West Bridge Drive, as seen from trail
The Carter Road access is near the eastern terminus of Carter Road right-of-way, which lies to the north
of the Silver Comet Trail. Several narrow parcels lie between Carter Road and US 278. The only
developed parcels whose access is served by Carter Road are a parcel with a vacant residence and the
office of the Paulding County Court Appointed Special Advocates. A powerline runs just along the edge
of the adjacent parcels, on the north side of Carter Road. Views of the Carter Road access point are
shown in Figures 14 and 15.

Figure 14 View of Carter Road access
from trail

Figure 15 View west along Carter
Road from vicinity of access point
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2017-g Mt. Olivet Loop
A site near the east end of Mt. Olivet Loop where it intersects US 278 does not access the trail directly,
but is near enough to where the trail crosses under Mt. Olivet Road that it could be considered for a
parking location to serve a trail access developed there. Mt Olivet Loop is a two-lane road that briefly
parallels US 278 in a half-loop configuration. It also connects US 278 to Mt. Olivet Road, which has its
own crossing of the Silver Comet Trail (2014-17 as listed in Table 1) and leads to Willow Springs Rd. and
McPherson Church Road. Both Willow Springs Rd. and McPherson Church Rd. also have crossings of the
trail (crossings 2014-18, -19, as listed in Table 1). A parcel of 10+ acres is situated between the east end
of Mt. Olivet Loop and US 278. The extreme east end of that parcel is pinched into a narrow tract of land
by some of the drainage features along US 278. Due to the odd shape and size on the east end of this
parcel, County Staff believe the property owner may be amenable to discussions of dividing the east end
off from the main parcel. A parking area/trailhead could be developed on this small parcel and be linked
to the Silver Comet Trail via a shoulder or connecting pathway along Mt. Olivet Road, approximately 950
feet to the north. The locations of the trail access point and potential trailhead area are illustrated in
Figure 16 and a street view images of the potential trailhead area are shown in Figures 17-20.

Approximate view
angles of Figures
16-19

18
19

16
17

Figure 16 Location of potential trailhead area at Mt. Olivet Loop
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Figure 17 View of Mt. Olivet Loop site from the east, along US 278

Figure 18 View of Mt. Olivet Loop site from the west, along US 278

Figure 19 View of Mt. Olivet Loop site from the north, at the intersection of Mt. Olivet
Road and Mt. Olivet Loop

Figure 20 View of Mt. Olivet Loop site from the northeast, along Mt. Olivet Loop
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Section 2- Trailhead Needs
In order to increase the accessibility of the Silver Comet Trail to Paulding County Residents and visitors
through trailhead facilities, the County should consider not only the total number and frequency of
trailheads, but also parking capacity along with amenities available at each one. There are currently four
existing Silver Comet Trailheads within Paulding County: Seaboard Avenue in Hiram, the Paulding
Chamber of Commerce near Dallas, Seaboard Drive in Dallas, and near the Rambo Nursery site west of
Dallas. These sites and data regarding their features and placement are shown in Table 4. These facilities
are spread across the length of the trail at irregular intervals which becomes a factor that impacts trail
users’ choice to begin their trail trips, thus impacting the trail experience. The average interval between
existing trailheads is 4.5 miles, the longest interval is almost 11 miles, and the shortest is merely 1.7
miles. These existing trailheads are reasonably convenient to the communities of Dallas and Hiram and
were likely developed to serve areas of higher population while also based on availability of suitable
sites near the trail. The size of the parking areas at these sites range from under one-half acre to just
over one acre with parking capacities ranging from approximately 30 to 75 vehicles. The existing
amenities of the four existing trailheads consist of only one dedicated permanent restroom facility and
one picnic shelter. None of the existing trailheads feature bike specific amenities or vending and
refreshment options. See Table 4 for a summary of the available parking and amenities at the existing
trailheads.
Table 4: Existing Paulding County Silver Comet Trailheads
Location
Total
Parking Parking Restroom Shelter Distance
area
area
Capacity
to next
(acres) (acres)
trailhead
west
Seaboard
3.7
1.2
75
No
No
4.8
Ave
(Hiram)

Paulding
Chamber

1.5

Seaboard
2.1
Drive
(Dallas)
Tucker
1.8
Boulevard/
Rambo
Nursery

Distance Notes
to next
trailhead
east
3.2
Bathroom in
adjacent
park, often
locked. Next
trailhead
east is in
Cobb
County
4.8
Portable
toilet

0.06

75

No

No

0.9

0.4

30

Yes

Yes

1.7

0.9

0.4

40

No

No

11.0

1.7

Portable
toilet. Next
Trailhead to
west is in
Polk County
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Comparable Local Facilities

For purposes of comparison, the consultant team gathered information regarding trailhead facilities
along the Silver Comet Trail as it passes through neighboring Cobb County. Cobb County has a
population that is both larger and denser than Paulding County and is more centrally located with
respect to the overall population center of Metro Atlanta. Due to a higher population base in Cobb, the
overall parking capacity required is higher. But the frequency of trailheads and the amenities they offer
can be useful benchmarks about the quality of experience available to Silver Comet Trail users. These
Cobb County sites and data regarding their features and placement are shown in Table 5 (on the
following page).
The six trailheads along the Silver Comet Trail in Cobb County are found more frequently than in
Paulding County, with an average interval of 2.3 miles, and longest and shortest intervals of 4.5 and 0.8
miles, respectively. The parking areas range in size from 0.3 to 1.8 acres, with capacities ranging from 25
to over 200 vehicles. Dedicated on-site restrooms are available at four of the six trailheads, and picnic
shelters are present at two sites. A bike shop that rents bikes is located at one of the sites, but otherwise
no bike-specific amenities such as air or maintenance stands were observed.
Serving a total trail length that is only about 70% of that found in Paulding County, Cobb County has 50%
more trailheads, which occur at an average interval that is almost exactly half the length of the average
interval found in Paulding County. Total parking capacity at the six Cobb County trailheads is more than
twice the total available at the four sites in Paulding County.
The frequency of trailheads and the amenities they provide are factors that impact the quality of an
individual trail user’s trip, independent of overall demand. Paulding County should look to provide
trailhead facilities at more frequent intervals to accommodate a broader range of casual riders and
walkers, who will make shorter trips but may desire access to a greater diversity of trail settings,
especially the more remote western sections of the Silver Comet trail. Trailheads serve not only as
points of arrival to the trail, but they also serve as logical resting or turn-around points along the trail,
where trail users may pause and gauge their energy level, and orient themselves along the trail, and
then decide whether to continue or turn back.
Parking capacity is a factor of trailhead development which Paulding County should also consider, but a
direct comparison to Cobb County’s facilities may not be as useful. Parking capacity is more directly tied
to overall demand and population accessing the facility. Cobb County has both a higher population and
is more centrally located within Metro Atlanta. Existing parking facilities at Paulding County’s Trailheads
range from 30- 75 spaces. Cobb County’s highest capacity Silver Comet Trailhead has over 200 spaces.
Generally speaking, overall trailhead parking area capacity among the surveyed sites averages about 100
spaces per acre (20-30 spaces in ¼ acre lots, 45-55 spaces in ½ acre lots, etc.). Exact capacity for a given
location will depend on site conditions and the selected configuration.
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Table 5: Existing Cobb County Silver Comet Trailheads
Location Total
Parking Parking Restroom Shelter Distance
area
area
Capacity
to next
(acres) (acres)
trailhead
west
Florence 0.4
0.4
25
No
No
3.5
Rd

Distance
to next
trailhead
east
1.9

Sailors
Pkwy

6.5

0.5

45

Yes

Yes

1.9

0.8

Carter
Rd
Floyd Rd

0.4

0.2

26

No

No

0.8

4.5

4.1

1.8

213

Yes

No

4.5

1.7

Concord
Rd

2.6

0.3

38

Yes

Yes

1.7

2.6

Mavell
Rd

1.2

0.9

97

Yes

No

2.6

N/A

Notes

Unpaved
parking lot
with no
marked
spaces. Next
trailhead
west is in
Paulding
County
(Seaboard
Ave-Hiram)
Playground,
combined
restroom,
and picnic
shelter
Bike rental
and shop,
convenience
store across
street
Combined
restroom
and picnic
shelter
Benches,
small stage.
Next
trailhead
east is along
“Cumberland
Connector
Trail”
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Functional Requirements and Amenity Footprints

Whether developing new or enhancing existing trailhead facilities, it is necessary to apportion the
appropriate amount of space to the functions being added or expanded so that they meet the expected
demand and provide a high-quality user experience. Different parking configurations (angle of stalls,
single- or double- loaded aisles, etc.) each have distinct spatial requirements to function effectively and
comply with development, accessibility, and other regulations. In addition to motor vehicle parking, the
trail user amenities and other site improvements that will attract and retain users to explore the Trail in
Paulding County, such as shelters, restrooms, refreshments, and bicycle maintenance tools and air, each
require certain spatial footprints. To help with eventual development of site-specific plans for trailhead
facilities, the spatial needs of parking and trail user amenities are described in the following sections.

Spatial Needs of Parking
The Paulding County Code of Ordinances dictates the dimensions of parking spaces, with different
specifications for both spaces and passageways (drive aisles). The depth necessary for single and double
loaded aisles at angles of 90, 60, and 45 degrees are calculated and shown in Table 6.
Table 6: Code-required Minimum Parking Dimensions
Parking Angle Space
Passageway Single Loaded
Double Loaded
Depth
Total
Total
90°
19’
24’
43’
62’
60°
20’8”
18’6”
39’4”
60’
45°
19’5”
13’6”
32’11”
52’4”
Source: Paulding County Code of Ordinances, Appendix A (Zoning), Article VII (Parking
Requirements, Sec. A (Design standards for off-street automobile parking).
The Paulding County Code also stipulates a minimum width for parking spaces of 8 feet-6 inches, which
multiplies out to 85 feet per 10 spaces, or 170 feet for 20 spaces. While space widths are fixed, the
parallel width of each space relative to the passageway will vary in different angled configurations. Table
7 shows the approximate footprints of different quantities of parking in different configurations. The
dimensions shown are independent of any general circulation or entry drives, landscaped areas, or
buffering areas. These dimensions inform the planning process to help estimate scale of parking
potential on the sites being considered for trailhead development. The specific constraints of an
individual site may impact potential capacity, while careful design may also yield greater capacity on a
given site.
It should also be noted that many of the sites considered front or are visible from roadways designated
as corridor overlay districts, per the Development Appendix to the County Code of Ordinances, and thus
may be subject to additional requirements or expectations regarding design that may impact the spatial
footprint of a proposed parking lot. For example, Appendix B, Article 4.15.8, encourages that large
expanses of pavement be interspersed with planting areas wherever possible.
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Table 7: Example Footprints of Parking Configurations
90°
60°
10 spaces, single
43’ x 85’
40’ x 120’
20 spaces, single
43’ x 170’
40’ x 240’
load, one aisle
20 spaces, double 62’ x 85’
60’ x 120’
load, one aisle
40 spaces, double 62’ x 170’
60’ x 240’
load, one aisle
40 spaces, double 124’ x 85’
120’ x 120’
load, two aisles

45°
33’ x 98’
33’ x 196’
53’x 98’
53’ x 196’
106’ x 98’

Spatial Needs of Trail User Amenities
There are a variety of trail amenities that can be provided at trailhead facilities. Specific selection of
amenities at any site should consider both those trial users who begin and end trail trips there and trail
users who stop to rest at a trailhead on a trip that began elsewhere.
Table 8 indicates approximate spatial need as and considerations for various trail amenities that could
be considered at Paulding County Trailheads.
Table 8: Spatial Requirements of Trailhead Amenities
Amenity/Element
Spatial Footprint
Other Comments
Circulating walkways
Recommend 5 feet
Accessible routes on sites have 36 in. min
wide (3 ft. min per
width, but need 60 in. passing spaces at no
ADA); recommend 8-10 more than 200 ft interval; consistent 5-foot
feet if to serve
width will allow compliance and accommodate
bicyclists and
multiple pedestrians, perhaps with bikes,
pedestrians within
strollers, dogs, etc.
trailhead area;
AASHTO recommends 5-foot separation of
recommend 3-5-foot
paths from edges of roadways; no definitive
buffer from vehicular
guidance for parking lots or driveways
ways
Wayfinding panel with 80-120 sf
4x8 shaded area, likely set within larger
shade
concrete pad – 10’ x 8’ and up
Water fountain/ bottle 16 sf
4’ wide ADA compliant fountain with bottle
filling stations
filler
Bike parking
96 sf
6” x 16” for 5 inverted U racks (10 bike
capacity)
Picnic shelters*
150-400 sf
Standard commercial sizes start at 12’ x 12’
Air and bike repair
30 sf
72” x 60” area around fixit stand and pump
stands
Restroom building*
600-1200 sf
Seaboard Drive-Dallas Trailhead is
approximately 25’ x 25’ (625 SF). Cobb County
examples are larger.
*Shelters and restrooms should include publicly accessible electrical outlets, including USB power
ports
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Section 3- Access Recommendations and Prioritization
In light of research, data gathered at the Field Design Charrette, and input from County staff, the
Consultant team has organized the 36 access and crossing sites into five tiers of recommended
development scale and priority. The Tier categories are as follows:
Tier 1 - Significant Development Opportunities of Highest Priority (6 sites): these are sites where
a site development could significantly improve both the quality of the trail experience and
parking capacity for visitors to the Silver Comet Trail, and preliminary analysis indicates that
conditions for implementation are favorable (these sites will be discussed in more detail in the
following section);
• Tier 2 - Significant Development Opportunities of Medium Priority (2 sites): these sites also have
potential for a significant improvement but may have more complicated paths toward
implementation or may not have as critical a need for improvement;
• Tier 3 - Opportunities for Small-scale, Short-term Improvements (9 sites): these sites have
limited development opportunity or immediate demand for parking, but would benefit from
some additional amenities to improve the trail user experience and/or improved bicycle and
pedestrian access to nearby roadways;
• Tier 4 - Long-range Opportunities (9 sites): these sites have potential for improved access but
have either low demand or a site condition that may complicate or delay implementation of any
improvement; and
• Tier 5 - No Changes Recommended (10 sites): these have both limited demand and
development potential, or are private access points who have been noted for inventory
purposes only.
There are many ways in which the identified public crossings and access points can be improved to
better serve residents of and visitors to Paulding County. The assignment of the tiers is shown in Table 9,
including brief summary recommendations for each site. More detailed site descriptions and
recommendations for the Tier 1 sites are provided in the following section.
•
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Table 9: Access Point and Trailhead Development Priority Tiers
Tier 1 Significant Development Opportunities of Highest Priority
Number Location
Summary Recommendation
2014-1
Isley Stamper Road
Look to develop parking on NW quadrant of intersection
2017-b
Corporate Drive N
Look to develop parking N of road, W of existing access
2014-10 Old Harris Road
Look to develop parking under power lines, access trail near
existing apartment access
2014-F
Paulding Chamber of Look to develop restroom/shelter. Land available on N side of
Commerce
existing parking, but may be too far from trail
2017-f
Carter Rd
Looked to develop angle parking under power lines
2017-g
Mt. Olivet Loop
Look to develop parking area to serve nearby trail access
Tier 2 Significant Development Opportunities of Medium Priority
Number Location
Summary Recommendation
2014-H Tucker Boulevard
Look to expand parking and/or provide shelter and restroom
(Rambo Nursery)
2014-18 Willow Springs Road
Develop parking to access old bridge. Develop emergency vehicle
access to trail
2014-20 Brushy Mountain
Coordinate with City of Braswell to explore options for trailhead
Road
and access to allow visitors to view tunnel if they arrive by car
Tier 3 Opportunities for Small-scale, Short-term Improvements
Number Location
Summary Recommendation
2014-2
Bill Carruth Parkway
Add kiosk, water, air at existing connection to sidewalk
(east)
2014-A
Seaboard Avenue
Add kiosk, water, air. Coordinate with adjacent park to expand
(Hiram)
availability of restroom
2014-C
Weddington
Add kiosk, water, air near connecting path to roadway
Road/Fitzgerald
Street
2014-9
Bill Carruth Parkway
Add connecting pathway to trail being constructed along west side
(west)
of roadway
2017-d
Harris Bridge
Private access point may be impacted by /integrated into Access
Overlook Apartments from Harris Road
2014-G Seaboard Drive
Well-developed trailhead; add wayfinding info, air/maintenance
(Dallas)
stand
2014-16 US 278 /SR 6 (Jimmy Add connecting pathway to roadway shoulders when
Campbell Parkway)
implemented
2014-17 Mt. Olivet Road
Add connecting path to roadway; develop shoulders/sidepath to
connect to new parking area at Mt. Olivet Loop
2014-19 McPherson Church
Add wayfinding kiosk, water
Road
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Tier 4 Long-range Opportunities
Number Location
2014-3
Metromont Road
2014-4
Rosedale Drive
2014-5

SR 92

2014-6
2017-c

Weddington Road
Winndale Road

2014-11

SR 61 (Nathan Dean
Boulevard)
West Avenue
SR 120

2014-13
2014-14

Tier 5 No Changes Recommended
Number Location
2017-a
Columns at Hiram
Apartments
2014-B
Hiram Park
Subdivision
2014-7
Thompson Road
2014-8

Coppermine Road

2014-D

Berkleigh Trails
Subdivision
Silver Ridge
Subdivision
Academy Drive

2014-E
2014-12
2017-e
2014-15

Silver Comet Crossing
Subdivision
Lane Road

2014-I

Overlook Subdivision

Summary Recommendation
Develop connecting path to roadway
Consider small park development on irregularly shaped parcel on
NW quadrant of intersection
Consider trail access along Seaboard Street to connect to Seaboard
Avenue trailhead.
No change
Consider formalizing access in cooperation with property owner.
Minimal development
Consider trail access in conjunction with eventual bridge
replacement
Consider sidewalk/path connection to roadway (no trailhead)
Consider access from west side of SR 120 if Carter Rd access does
not come to fruition
Summary Recommendation
Private access point, noted for inventory purposes only
Explore acquisition of parking/shelter if development stays stalled
Leave as is. Do not develop trailhead or parking due to proximity
to sewer plant
Leave as is. Do not develop trailhead or parking due to proximity
to sewer plant
Private access point, noted for inventory purposes only
Private access point, noted for inventory purposes only
Leave as is. Very close to Chamber and Seaboard Drive trailheads,
grade challenges
Private access point, noted for inventory purposes only
Leave as is. May have development potential but is remotely
situated with regard to roadways, but is also close to Rambo
trailhead via trail
Private access point, noted for inventory purposes only

Descriptions of Tier 1 Sites and Recommendations

Based on research, site review, and discussion with key County staff, Sprinkle Consulting identified six
sites where a trailhead development could significantly improve both the quality of the trail experience
and parking capacity for visitors to the Silver Comet Trail, and where preliminary analysis indicates that
conditions for implementation are favorable. The six sites which were assigned to Tier 1 (Significant
Development Opportunities of Highest Priority) include Isley Stamper Road, Corporate Drive N, Old
Harris Road, Paulding Chamber of Commerce, Carter Road, and Mt. Olivet Loop. The opportunities for
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development at these sites are described below and illustrated with figures. Each description includes a
brief overview of the site location and its trailhead potential, followed by a detailed description of the
site conditions including opportunities and challenges related to trailhead development, and concluding
with recommended elements to be incorporated into a trailhead at this site. It is recommended that the
County develop site master plans for these Tier 1 sites to specify the scale, location and attributes of
potential trailheads, parking, and other amenities at these sites.

Isley Stamper Rd
Overview: The area near where the Trail crosses Isley Stamper road has potential for parking,
restrooms, and trail amenities, but development would likely impact an adjacent private parcel, of which
there are three with potential space for a trailhead. This site’s proximity to Cobb County makes it ideal
for a “Welcome Station”-style display of the Paulding County leg of the trail and other Paulding County
attractions accessible via the trail, which could entice Cobb County trail users to venture further into
Paulding County on future trips. The Silver Comet Trail crosses Isley Stamper Road approximately 300
feet west of the Cobb County line; as such it serves as a gateway to Paulding County for trail users
coming from eastern points. There are three bordering private parcels with open areas that could be
explored for trailhead development. See Figure 21 for an illustration of the vicinity.

Figure 21 Overview of trailhead opportunity area at Isley Stamper Road crossing
Site Conditions: The closest trailhead facilities with parking are 1.5 miles east (Cobb County Florence
Road) and 1.7 miles west (Seaboard Avenue-Hiram); the closest trailside restrooms are 3.3 miles east
(Cobb County Sailors Parkway) and 7.5 miles west (Seaboard Drive-Dallas). A trailhead on Isley Stamper
Rd. would serve multiple residential developments south of the trail along Reynolds Road, Cleburne
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Parkway, and Hiram-Lithia Springs Road (in Cobb County). The opportunities and challenges associated
with trailhead development at this site are summarized in Table 10
Table 10: Opportunities and Challenges at Isley Stamper Rd
Opportunities
Challenges
• High visibility “gateway” position to greet
• All adjacent parcels are privately owned
and engage trail users arriving from Cobb
• Little retail development on nearest
County and points east
portions of US 278
• Restroom facility would reduce current
long intervals in both directions
• Multiple adjacent parcels with
undeveloped areas close to trail
• Adjacent parcel with existing roadway
access
• Likely water/sewer service nearby from
neighboring residential areas
There is a private parcel on the northwest corner of the crossing, owned by Zoe Fotopolos and the site
of the Nickell Rental Company. This 3.67-acre parcel also fronts to US 278 on the north and has multiple
accesses to Isley Stamper Road. The most southerly third of the parcel (closest to the trail) is presently a
gravel truck parking area which appears to be somewhat separate in use from the principal area of use
for the rental business. In the extreme southwest corner of the parcel is a 50 x 70-foot enclosure for a
cellular transmission tower, served by an access drive that connects to the trail.
The parcel west of Fotopoulos parcel is the 28-acre site of the Columns at Hiram Apartments, and is
largely undeveloped near its eastern end, but does not have existing access to a road near the trail. On
the south side of the trail and on the north side of Rosedale Drive is a 2.4-acre parcel owned by the
Menlow Station HOA (the development on the south side of Rosedale Drive). This parcel is large enough
for a parking area but the residents of the community may not wish to open their common space up for
public use. Additionally, an alteration of this portion of the HOA-owned common space could impact
compliance with the greenspace requirements under which the neighborhood was developed.
Recommended Elements: A small parking area and restroom facility could be developed on the
Fotopoulos parcel, in the southern third-to-half of the gravel parking area, perhaps designed to allow for
pull-through truck movements and thus preserve use of the south access drive for the existing owner. A
small shelter with air, water, and wayfinding information could be developed where the parcel meets
the trail right-of-way, between the cell tower enclosure and the roadway.
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Corporate Drive N
Overview: The Corporate Drive N location has potential for parking, restrooms, and trail amenities, but
development would require cooperation from the Paulding Industrial Building Authority, which owns
the site. This site’s proximity to Bill Carruth Parkway could make it a popular access point for nearby
residents, and also make it easy to find for trail users coming from farther away. The site is within a
larger industrial park development owned by the Paulding Industrial Building Authority, just west of Bill
Carruth Parkway. See Figure 22 for an illustration of the vicinity.

Figure 22 Overview of trailhead opportunity area at Corporate Drive N
Site Conditions: Just west of where the Silver Comet Trail crosses under the west arm of Bill Carruth
Parkway is an industrial park development owned by the Paulding County Industrial Building Authority,
with one 12-acre site already built within the larger 120-acre site. Corporate Drive N, a roadway internal
to the development, parallels the northern boundary of the development leaving a strip of open land
approximately 70 feet deep between the roadway and the Silver Comet Trail right-of-way. This strip is
likely too narrow for future building development and could accommodate a single-aisle parking area
and/or a shelter with restroom and other amenities. There is an existing gravel maintenance drive
connecting Corporate Drive N to the trail at this location. The closest trailhead facilities with parking are
1.67 miles east (Seaboard Avenue-Hiram) and 3.1 miles west (Paulding Chamber); the closest trailside
restrooms are 6.7 miles east (Cobb County Sailors Parkway) and 4 miles west (Seaboard Drive-Dallas). A
trailhead here would serve multiple residential developments both north and south of the trail along Bill
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Carruth Parkway and Virgie Ballentine Road. The opportunities and challenges associated with trailhead
development at this site are summarized in Table 11.
Table 11: Opportunities and Challenges at Corporate Drive N
Opportunities
Challenges
• Portions of adjacent parcel likely too
• Shape of development area may limit
narrow for building location, but could
parking to single row or aisle
accommodate a parking area and small
• Site distant from nearest portions of US
shelter
278
• Adjacent parcel with existing roadway
• Site may be visible from Bill Carruth
access
Parkway and thus may be subject to the
requirements of the Corridor Overlay
• High visibility position that provides trail
District per the Paulding County
access as an employee amenity for
Development Regulations (Appendix B,
prospective industrial developments
Article 4.15, Paulding County Code of
• Restroom facility would reduce current
Ordinances
long intervals in both directions
• Likely water/sewer service nearby from
industrial park development
• Adjacent to heavily traveled corridor that
will include roadside pathway connecting
US 278 corridor to residential
developments to the south
• Adjacent parcel owned by a public entity
with an interest in economic development

There is an existing unpaved access path that connects the trail to Berkford Circle within the Berkleigh
Trails Subdivision to the north. While there are numerous undeveloped parcels near the access point, it
is unlikely that residents would welcome a high-visibility public use such as a trailhead within the
neighborhood. Encouraging on-street parking near this access would also likely be unwelcome in many
neighborhoods.
A trail is proposed along the west side of Bill Carruth parkway, and plans include a connection to the
Silver Comet Trail, but there is not an appropriate site for a trailhead near or within the Carruth parkway
right-of-way.
Recommended Elements: A small parking single-row or single-aisle parking area and a restroom facility
could be developed on the Industrial Building Authority parcel, on the on the north side of Corporate
Drive. A small shelter with air, water, and wayfinding information could be developed where the parcel
meets the trail right-of-way, near the existing access drive.
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Old Harris Road
Overview: The Old Harris Road location has potential for parking, restrooms, shelter, and trail amenities,
but development would impact an adjacent private parcel, and also require negotiation with on-site
utilities. This site’s proximity to several subdivisions could make it a popular access point for nearby
residents, and its proximity to US 278 could make it easy to find for trail users coming from farther
away. See Figure 23 for an illustration of the vicinity.

Figure 23: Overview of trailhead opportunity area at Old Harris Road crossing
Site Conditions: Just east of where the Silver Comet Trail crosses under Old Harris Road is an apartment
complex on a 29-acre parcel. A powerline traverses the southern side of this parcel, under which there is
currently a gravel maintenance drive but no structures or other facilities. This strip is likely too narrow
for future building development and could accommodate a single-aisle parking area and/or a shelter
with restroom and other amenities. The powerline maintenance drive accesses old Harris Road Via an
existing curb cut separate from the complex driveway. There is also ¼ acre, triangular County-owned
parcel between the existing driveway access and the trail. The closest trailhead facilities with parking are
3.7 miles east (Seaboard Avenue-Hiram) and 1 mile west (Paulding Chamber); the closest trailside
restrooms are 8.7 miles east (Cobb County Sailors Parkway) and 1.8 miles west (Seaboard Drive-Dallas).
A trailhead here would serve the Silver Ridge subdivision across Old Harris Road, which presently
accesses the trail via a walkway with steep stairs and on-street parking only. The opportunities and
challenges associated with trailhead development at this site are summarized in Table 12.
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Table 12: Opportunities and Challenges at Old Harris Road
Opportunities
Challenges
• Portions of adjacent parcel considered for
• Shape of development area may limit
trailhead is under power lines, thus
parking to single row or aisle
limiting other future high-value
• Little retail development on nearest
development on this part of parcel
portions of US 278
• Adjacent parcel with existing roadway
• Apartment complex parcel fronts U.S.
access
Highway 278 and is thus subject to the
• High visibility position that provides trail
requirements of the Corridor Overlay
access to residents of nearby subdivisions
District per the Paulding County
and is very near US 278
Development Regulations (Appendix B,
Article 4.15, Paulding County Code of
• Restroom facility would reduce current
Ordinances
long intervals in both directions
• Likely water/sewer service nearby from
residential developments
• Additional small County-owned parcel
adjacent to potential area of
development
There is an existing access path from the apartment complex to the trail, but it is situated over 700 feet
within the private development and accessible from the residents’ parking area, and would likely not be
suitable as an access point or parking area for the general public.
Recommended Elements: A narrow but long single-row or single-aisle parking area and a restroom
facility could be developed on the apartment complex parcel, under the power lines. A small shelter
with air, water, and wayfinding information could be developed within this site near where an eventual
trail access is made to a parking area.

Paulding Chamber of Commerce

Overview: The Paulding Chamber of Commerce location has potential for new restrooms, shelter, and
trail amenities, as well as expanded parking. Development would require cooperation from the Paulding
County Industrial Building Authority and the Paulding Chamber of Commerce, who own the adjacent
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parcels. This site’s proximity to US 278 could make it easy to find for trail users coming from all over the
County and beyond. See Figure 24 for an illustration of the vicinity.

Figure 24: Overview of trailhead opportunity area at Paulding County Chamber of
Commerce
Site Conditions: The offices of the Paulding Chamber of Commerce are found at 455 Jimmy Campbell
Parkway (Us 278), approximately ¼ mile west of the intersection with Georgia Highway 61 (Villa Rica
Highway/Nathan Dean Blvd.) The Chamber’s office sits on a small parcel that is essentially coincident
with the footprint of the building. This parcel is excised from within a surrounding 1.5-acre parcel owned
by the Paulding County Industrial Building Authority. This larger parcel is mostly occupied by a large
parking lot that serves the Chamber office and a trail access point that connects to the south side of the
parcel. The current parking lot has over 75 spaces, most of which are behind the Chamber office and
serve trail users. Trail users occasionally use the restroom facilities at the Chamber office during
business hours, but this availability is not promoted. A portable toilet is also positioned on the south
edge of the parking lot, near the trail connection. The northwest corner of the subject parcel is
undeveloped and wooded. Either this corner or some portion of the existing parking lot could be
developed to include a standalone restroom and/or shelter. The parcel immediately to the west is also
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owned by the Chamber of Commerce, including a portion under a powerline which has limited
development potential for other uses.
The closest trailhead facilities with parking are 4.7 miles east (Seaboard Avenue-Hiram) and 0.8 miles
west (Seaboard Drive-Dallas); the closest trailside restrooms are 9.7 miles east (Cobb County Sailors
Parkway) and 0.8 miles west (Seaboard Drive-Dallas). A trailhead here would serve the nearby retail
node at the intersection of US 278 and Georgia 120 and the Paulding Campus of Chattahoochee
Technical College. The opportunities and challenges associated with trailhead development at this site
are summarized in Table 13.
Table 13: Opportunities and Challenges at Paulding Chamber of Commerce
Opportunities
Challenges
• Undeveloped portion of IBA Parcel could
• Available area of parcel is across parking
be location of restroom/shelter
lot from trail connection
• Existing parking may be sufficient
• Facilities may be redundant to Seaboard
Drive trailhead, which is less than 1 mile
• Adjacent parcel with existing roadway
to the west
access
• IBA Parcel fronts U.S. Highway 278 and is
• High visibility position that provides trail
thus subject to the requirements of the
access effectively from major
Corridor Overlay District per the Paulding
thoroughfare
County Development Regulations
• Restroom facility would reduce current
(Appendix B, Article 4.15, Paulding
long intervals from east
County Code of Ordinances
• Likely water/sewer service nearby from
office developments
• Adjacent parcel owned by a public entity
with an interest in economic development
• Adjacent parcels owned by a public entity
and a community stakeholder each with
an interest in economic development
• Existing pathway connection to nearby
retail and Chattahoochee Technical
College - Paulding Campus
Recommended Elements: A shelter with restroom facility could be developed in the presently wooded
northwest corner of the parcel owned by the Industrial Building Authority. A facility in this part of the
parcel would be across the parking lot from the trail access, and thus inconvenient to many users
emerging from the trail. A small shelter with air, water, and wayfinding information could be developed
within this site near where the trail presently emerges into the parking lot.

Carter Road

Overview: The Carter Road location has potential for parking, restrooms, shelter, and trail amenities,
but development would impact an adjacent private parcel, and also require negotiation with on-site
utilities. This site’s proximity to several subdivisions could make it a popular access point for nearby
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residents, and its proximity to US 278 could make it easy to find for trail users coming from across the
County and beyond. See Figure 25 for an illustration of the vicinity.

Figure 25: Overview of trailhead opportunity area at Carter Road Site

Site Conditions: Carter Road is a short two-lane road that lies between the Silver Comet Trail and US
278. Between Carter Road and US 278 are three private parcels of common ownership. The most
westerly of the parcels is currently undeveloped, oddly shaped, narrow and beneath power lines, and so
may have limited high-value development potential. Near the east end of Carter Road, an emergency
access has been established between the trail and the road.
The closest trailhead facilities with parking are .75 miles east (Seaboard Drive-Dallas) and 0.9 miles west
(Rambo Nursery); the closest trailside restrooms are .75 miles east (Seaboard Drive-Dallas) and 16 miles
west (Rockmart Depot in Polk County). A trailhead here would serve nearby residential areas off of Cole
Lake Road and bear near the retail node and medical offices campus around the intersection of
Buchanan Street and West Memorial Drive. The opportunities and challenges associated with trailhead
development at this site are summarized in Table 14.
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Table 14: Opportunities and Challenges at Carter Road
Opportunities
Challenges
• Portions of adjacent parcel likely too
• Shape of development area may limit
narrow for building location, but could
parking to single row or aisle
accommodate a parking area and small
• Facilities and parking may be redundant
shelter
to existing trailheads less than a mile
away in each direction
• Adjacent parcel with existing roadway
access
• Parcels front U.S. Highway 278 and are
• Highly visible from major thoroughfare
thus subject to the requirements of the
Corridor Overlay District per the Paulding
• Restroom facility would reduce current
County Development Regulations
long interval in from west
(Appendix B, Article 4.15, Paulding
• Likely water/sewer service nearby from
County Code of Ordinances
residential and office development

Recommended Elements: A narrow but long single-row parking area and a restroom facility could be
developed on the parcel north of Carter Road, under the power lines. A small shelter with air, water, and
wayfinding information could perhaps be developed toward the east end of the most westerly parcel.

Mt. Olivet Loop
Overview: The Mt. Olivet Loop location has potential for parking, restrooms, shelter, and trail
amenities, but development would impact an adjacent private parcel. The site does not have
direct access to the trail and so development would require concurrent development of a
connecting facility to where the trail passes under Mt. Olivet Road. This site’s proximity to
several subdivisions could make it a popular access point for nearby residents, and its proximity
to US 278 could make it easy to find for trail users coming from farther away. If constructed, it
could serve as a gateway to the more rural western leg of the trail, which offers a trail
experience distinct from others in Metro Atlanta. See Figure 26 for an illustration of the vicinity.
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Figure 26 Overview of trailhead opportunity area at Mt. Olivet Loop Site

Site Conditions: Mt. Olivet Loop intersects US 278 approximately 1000 feet west of where US 278

crosses the Silver Comet Trail. This intersection is approximately 850 feet south of where the Trail passes
under Mt. Olivet Road. A parcel of 10+ acres is situated between the east end of Mt. Olivet Loop and US
278. The extreme east end of that parcel is pinched into a narrow lobe by some of the drainage features
along US 278, leaving an area approximately 275 feet by 275 feet between the two roadways which
could be considered for trailhead development. As this site does not directly access the trail, any
trailhead development would have to occur in conjunction with the creation of a connecting bicycle
and/or pedestrian facility between the potential trailhead and the trail along Mt. Olivet Road.

The closest trailhead facilities with parking are 1.6 miles east (Rambo Nursery) and 9.4 miles
west (Coots Lake-Polk County); the closest trailside restrooms are 3.2 miles east (Seaboard
Drive- Dallas) and 13.5 miles west (Rockmart Depot in Polk County). A trailhead here would
serve the as gateway point for exploration of the more rural western stretches of the trail. The
opportunities and challenges associated with trailhead development at this site are
summarized in Table 15.

T:\16\8419-16 Paulding County Silver Comet Trail Access Plans\phase1\resubmittal\tech memo FINAL 4_3_17b.docx

31

Paulding County Silver Comet Trail Access and Enhancements Plan

Technical Memo 1

Table 15: Opportunities and Challenges at Mt. Olivet Loop
Opportunities
Challenges
• Eastern lobe of subject parcel is oddly
• Shape of development area may limit
shaped and constrained, which may limit
parking to single row or aisle
its development potential for other uses
• Little retail development on nearest
portions of US 278
• Highly visible from major thoroughfare
• Subject parcel fronts U.S. Highway 278
• New trailhead would serve as gateway
and is thus subject to the requirements of
between Dallas area development and
the Corridor Overlay District per the
relatively undeveloped trail corridor to
Paulding County Development
the west.
Regulations (Appendix B, Article 4.15,
• Restroom facility would reduce current
Paulding County Code of Ordinances
long interval in from west and allow “last
stop” service for trail users continuing
east
The potential trailhead site is approximately 1.5 acres in size, depending on how it is drawn and
integrated with the two adjacent rights-of-way. Depending on the ultimate design of access points and
circulation, a site that size has potential for a parking area for greater than 50 vehicles and perhaps also
a shelter and restroom facility. Exact site design will determine the best configuration of amenities
between the trailhead site and the Mt. Olivet trail crossing: restrooms, water, and wayfinding will serve
continuing travelers along the trail as well as those arriving at the trailhead by car to begin a ride or
walk. Some duplication of amenities between these sites may be appropriate to serve these two trail
user cohorts.
Recommended Elements: An associated bicycle facility along Mt. Olivet Road would have to be very
carefully designed. The existing roadway is approximately 20 feet wide, at the center of a 60-foot
roadway. This layout does leave potential for development of either widened shoulders, sidewalks, or an
adjacent pathway. The exact design will have to modify roadside grading and drainage as there are
currently steep swales very close to the edge of pavement.
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Next Steps
Based on the recommendations contained in this report, the County should take steps to initiate the
further phases of the Access and Enhancements Plan process, including initiating a trail user count
program, developing Conceptual Site Plans for Tier 1 sites, conducting a trail operations safety audit,
developing a wayfinding protocol and sign table, and identification of spur connections. Additionally, the
County should develop comprehensive trail master plan that not only incorporates unified technical
safety, access, and operational approaches, but also considers the branding and marketing of the trail.
These elements are discussed briefly below.

Trail User Count Program
The County should plan a user count program in consultation with the Atlanta Regional Commission so
that it can better understand the type, scale, and distribution of users on the Silver Comet Trail. This
data may inform the final design of trailheads and also impact the prioritization of Master Plans within
the Tier 1 sites. The County should strongly consider implementing this program while the pace of the
development of Conceptual Site Plans is being worked out with the Parks Department.

Development of Trailhead Conceptual Site Plans:
The county should develop Conceptual Site Plans to appropriately scale and locate parking and
amenities at the Tier 1 sites. These Site Plans should be coordinated with the County Parks Department
and developed at a pace that is consistent with the budget and time resources available to the Parks
department for implementation.
The county should also review the Tier 3 list of “Opportunities for Small-scale, Short-term
Improvements” and implement the recommendations therein at the earliest opportunity. These projects
will not require significant site alterations and may be implementable within existing operational or
maintenance budgets.

Shelter Demonstrations
The County should investigate opportunities to add shelter structures at trailhead sites or even small
shelters at access points which will have minimal development. Manufacturers of shelters or building
supply vendors may donate materials in return for a small acknowledgment display on the finished
shelter. A single shelter developed in the short term could serve as a demonstration project of the
broader improvements to come at the County’s trailheads.

Trail Operations Safety Audit
The County should identify locations where the trail needs maintenance or repair to address an
immediate operational safety concern or compromise compliance with accessibility standards. The audit
will highlight recommendations that should be able to be addressed within routine operations and
maintenance budgets and work schedules.

Wayfinding Sign Protocol and Sign Table
The county should develop a protocol and sign table for posting wayfinding information to communicate
the proximity of nearby destinations and amenities to trail users as they approach trail access points
while they travel along the trail. This information will increase safety and convenience for riders.
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Identification of Spur Connections
The County should review the trail corridor for opportunities to open new connections to surrounding
developed areas. The county should first identify areas of opportunity where a potential connection
could shorten an interval between existing access points, provide access to subdivisions or residential
areas, or otherwise provide a desirable short connection to the Silver Comet Trail (e.g. from a nearby
park or commercial area). The County should then conduct brief assessments of the prioritized subset of
these areas of opportunity considering criteria that would affect the feasibility / desirability of making a
connection to the Silver Comet Trail, including:
•
•
•

Character of terrain and likelihood of need for bridges or other structures and the
general longitudinal grade of a connection;
Ownership status (e.g., private, public, institutional), land use, and scale of parcels
through which connection may be made; and
Length of potential trail connection (expressed as a range of alignment length).

Trail Master Plan

County should develop a comprehensive Trail Master Plan that not only incorporates unified technical
safety, access, and operational approaches, but also considers the branding and marketing of the Silver
Comet Trail in a manner that is distinctive from neighboring counties along the trail and which is
integrated into other efforts to attract residents and visitors to the County. The plan should articulate
unique experiential attributes of Paulding’s Silver Comet that can be reinforced and promoted by the
County and local stakeholders.
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