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PAULDING COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

WORK SESSION MINUTES 

JANUARY 28, 2020 
 

 

Watson Government Complex 

Second Floor – Board of Commissioners Meeting Room 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER:   David L. Carmichael, Chairman 

 

INVOCATION &             
PLEDGE:  Pastor Becky Chaille, Senior Leader of Firestarter Ministries 

International 

 

PRESENT:  David L. Carmichael, Chairman; Ron Davis, Post I; Sandy Kaecher, 

Post II; Chuck Hart, Post III; Brian Stover, Post IV; Jayson Phillips, 

County Attorney; Frank Baker, County Administrator; Rebecca 

Merideth, County Clerk 

MINUTES:   The January 14, 2020, Work Session Minutes, and the January 14, 2020, Board Meeting 

Minutes, were available for review. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Positively Paulding video of Corporal Mike Ellison, Keeping the Silver Comet Trail Safe was aired for 

the public. 

 

The Board of Commissioners would like to recognize the Fire Department’s personnel and their 

instructor on the successful completion of the department’s first Advanced Emergency Medical 

Technician Program. 

 

INVITED GUESTS:  

Terry Tibbitts, Airport Director updated the Board of Commissioners with his annual report.  Mr. 

Tibbitts first recognized his staff and thanked the members of the Airport Authority Board. Mr. Tibbitts 

continued by giving a brief history on the status of commercialization of the airport, that began in 2012 

is now over and the contract with Silver Comet was terminated. The name on the sign at the airport has 

been changed back to Paulding Northwest Atlanta Airport, which is what the FAA recognized it as. Mr. 

Tibbitts named some of the other improvements made in 2019 such as the completion of a Field Fence 

for the perimeter; the remarking of landing strips; the relocation of offices in the building; the 

completion of a large hangar; and the Intergovernmental Agreement with the County that allows for 

saving of thousands of dollars by allowing work to be done in-house.  

 

BID AWARDS:  None 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES & DEPARTMENTS:   
1. Mary Carol Sheffield, with the Extension Department updated the Board of Commissioners on 

the annual Report.  Ms. Sheffield thanked the Board for the wonderful job on the renovations at 

the Extension Office. She reported on the number of donations and grants from 2019 as well as 

the addition of a new 4-H agent.  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON AGENDA ITEMS:  Tommy Morris spoke to the Board regarding 

Ordinance 20-01 and his opposition on its approval. 

 

Ron Davis made a motion to allow Mr. Morris extra time to speak to the Board, seconded by Sandy 

Kaecher; motion carried unanimously.  

 

Mr. Morris asked the Board of Commissioners to appoint a committee to look at this before approving 

it.   

 

  

CONSENT AGENDA: Chairman Carmichael read the following consent agenda items: 
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2. Adopt Water System Job Classifications for 1) Maintenance Team Leader and 2) Maintenance 

Mechanic. 

 

3. Approve a Memorandum of Understanding/Indefeasible Right of use with Greystone Power.  

 

4. Authorize Parker Fiber to make connections to Greystone Power’s fiber with a not to exceed 

amount of $50,000. 

 

5. Declare items listed as surplus, and approve their disposal through auction or trade:  

Department  Item Name Make/Model  Serial Number  

Environmental  Unit 350 1999 Ford Ranger 1FTYR10C0XPB97620 

Health  

  

OLD BUSINESS:     None 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

6. Resolution 20-03 approving property exchange and the granting and accepting of easements with 

Naturewalk Development Company, Inc., and authorizing Settlement and Release of Claims: 

Discussed action to adopt Resolution 20-03 approving property exchange and the granting and 

accepting of easements with Naturewalk Development Company, Inc., and authorizing 

Settlement and Release of Claims. Jayson Phillips, County Attorney gave background to this 

item and stated it began in 2017 when the County had a need to expand the buffer inside the 

existing landfill on Gulledge Road. Because of deed title issues, Naturewalk did not sign the 

Statutory Land Exchange. The County was then served an Ante Litem notice; this Resolution 

authorizes a 17-acre property that the County will acquire from Naturewalk. In exchange, 

Naturewalk will convey a 17-acre raw parcel of property, 3 easements and 2 Paulding County 

utility egress easements. The tentatively agreed upon settlement is $50,000 for release of all 

claims brought by Naturewalk pertaining to this exchange.  

 

7. Adopt Ordinance 20-01 an Ordinance amending Section 62-63 (a) (b) (c) regarding the Unlawful 

Use of a County Road: 

Discussed action adopt Ordinance 20-01 an Ordinance amending Section 62-63 (a) (b) (c) 

regarding the Unlawful Use of a County Road. Chief Hess, with the Marshal’s Bureau spoke to 

the Board stating that during the review of County Codes, staff recognized the need to update 

this section.  

 

8. Contract with Musco Lighting at a price not to exceed $177,500 for the lighting of the 

multipurpose field at Burnt Hickory Park. This will be funded through SPLOST. 

Discussed action to approve the awarding of a Contract with Musco Lighting at a price not to 

exceed $177,500 for the lighting of the multipurpose field at Burnt Hickory Park. This will be 

funded through SPLOST. Michael Justus, Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs Director stated 

when a multi-purpose field for soccer and lacrosse was built at Burnt Hickory Park, lighting was 

unable to be installed at the field severely limiting play to daylight hours only. We would like to 

move forward with Musco Lighting System for that field. It is already in use for the other 

playing fields on the site and is an approved project through Sourcewell, a National Co-op 

similar to a state contract item. Therefore, it has already been vetted and would not have to go 

through the bid process.  

 

9. Contract extension on the Phase 2 Finished Water Transmission Main Project for Garney 

Construction: 

Discussed action to approve a non-compensatory Contract extension on the Phase 2 Finished 

Water Transmission Main Project for Garney Construction.  Kelly Comstock with Brown & 

Coldwell spoke to the Board stating during the Phase 2 Finished Water Transmission Main 

Project there were several delays that impacted the contractors ability to meet the original 

contract schedule.  The rain, crossing of West Memorial (with very hard rock), and excavation 

ground water surface was higher than anticipated. These issues constituted a 300-day shift in 

schedule shifting the completion date to April 13, 2020. This is a non-compensatory time request 

and the change in schedule does not affect any of the other Water Supply Program Projects or 

Paulding’s planned schedule to produce water for distribution.  

 

Chairman Carmichael asked Mr. Comstock if this would delay the Safe Dams Inspection.  

 

Mr. Comstock replied that yes, it would but we are still looking at March/April as start up.  
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10. Agreement with Kelly Landscapes Management, Inc. for the roadside Right-of-Way Turf 

Maintenance Services Contract in the amount of $168,615.40. The Contract provides for finish 

mowing, string trimming, edging and litter pickup of approximately 66 acres (10.5 acres of 

median and 55.44 acres of roadside shoulders) on various County Roads:  

Discussed action to approve the Chairman to enter into an Agreement with Kelly Landscapes 

Management, Inc. for the roadside Right-of-Way Turf Maintenance Services Contract in the 

amount of $168,615.40. The Contract provides for finish mowing, string trimming, edging and 

litter pickup of approximately 66 acres (10.5 acres of median and 55.44 acres of roadside 

shoulders) on various County Roads. George Jones, Transportation Director stated this is the first 

renewal of this contract which was originally approved by the Board on May 14, 2019. This is a 

one year contract providing right-of-way shoulder maintenance services for the County, which 

includes mowing and litter pickup. The original contract does include the option for a renewal 

period for up to two additional years at the discretion of the County.  

 

11. Agreement with Yellowstone Landscape for the FY2020 Countywide Shoulder Maintenance 

Services Contract, in the amount of $872,313.00. The Contract provides multiple cycles for 

mowing, trimming and litter pick up on 523 miles of County Roads and 21 miles on four lane 

State Highways:  

Discussed action to approve the Chairman to enter into an Agreement with Yellowstone 

Landscape for the FY2020 Countywide Shoulder Maintenance Services Contract, in the amount 

of $872,313.00. The Contract provides multiple cycles for mowing, trimming and litter pick up 

on 523 miles of County Roads and 21 miles on four lane State Highways. George Jones, 

Transportation Director stated this is the first renewal of this contract which was originally 

approved by the Board on May 14, 2019. This is a one year contract providing right of way 

shoulder maintenance services for the county, which includes mowing and litter pickup. The 

original contract does include the option for a renewal period for up to two additional years at the 

discretion of the county. On County Roads the services will be provided four times per year and 

on State Highways they will be provided three times per year. There will be five cycles of off 

season litter pick up; three cycles on state divided highways and two cycles on County roadways. 

The first round of mowing will begin April of 2020.  

 

Chairman Carmichael asked if Mr. Jones would comment on the coordination of the detained 

convicts and how it blends in with these contracts. 

 

George Jones stated that they work with the detention group and communicate with GDOT to 

make sure the roads are getting cleaned where we coordinate with our partners.  

 

12. Contract with Southeastern Engineers in the amount of $98,500.99 for preliminary engineering 

design services for the Ridge Road widening Project from SR 92 to Laird Road: 

Discussed action to authorize the Chairman to enter into a Contract with Southeastern Engineers 

in the amount of $98,500.99 for preliminary engineering design services for the Ridge Road 

widening Project from SR 92 to Laird Road. George Jones, Transportation Director stated he 

expects this area to experience a significant growth once the Highway 92 Project is completed in 

July 2022. Traffic projections indicate after the six-lane widening of Ridge Road is completed, 

there will be significant amounts of traffic trying to get onto 92 that the storage lanes are not 

adequate to handle. We believe it is in our best interest to get ahead of the growth and provide a 

corridor with sufficient lane lengths to handle the current traffic. Southeastern has submitted a 

design proposal for a four-lane section along this part of Ridge Road which is approximately 

1.77 miles for amount proposed. This section of road is located in Post 3.  

  

CONCLUSION OF REGULAR BUSINESS 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  None 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  

Ron Davis made a motion to go into Executive Session for the purposes of Real Estate, Pending and 

Potential Litigation, seconded by Sandy Kaecher; motion carried unanimously.  

  

ADJOURNMENT:  Ron Davis made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Sandy Kaecher; motion 

carried unanimously.  

 


